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mass of mankind as if they had belonged to the
remotest antiquity. How is one to convince the
advanced English politician who announces with an
air of pride that he is Radical, and indeed a Radical
and something more, that he is calling himself by a
name which he would never have had the courage to
adopt, so deep was its disrepute, if Jeremy Bentham
had not given it respectability by associating it with
a particular theory of legislation and politics ? How
is one to persuade him, when he speaks of the
Sovereign People, that he employs a combination of
words which would never have occurred to his mind
if in 1762 a, French philosopher had not written a
speculative essay on the origin of society, the forma-
tion of States, and the nature of government ?
Neither of these theories, the theory of Rousseau
which starts from the assumed Natural Rights of
Man, or the theory of Bentham which is based on the
hypothetical Greatest Happiness principle, is now-a-
days explicitly held by many people. The natural
rights of man have indeed made their appearance in
recent political discourse, producing much the same
effect as if a professed lecturer on astronomy were to
declare his belief in the Ptolemaic spheres and to call
upon his audience to admire their music ; but, of the
two theories mentioned above, that of Rousseau
which recognises these rights is much the most
thoroughly forgotten. For the attempt to apply it